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Protecting ■ 
Against Assassins 


IN NEW YORK the other 
day a Secret Service agent 
in an undercover role took 
$1,000 as payment for the as- 
sassination of President 
Nixon. The payment alleg- 
edly was made by Andrew 
B. Topping, an extreme righ- 
tist who was arrested and 
put under $500,000 bail. 

This was another warning 
of the extreme danger of ac- 
cident in our gun-mad so- 
ciety. One of the charges 
against Topping is the ille- 
gal possession of four hand- 
guns and a rifle. The ex- 
cerpts from the diary of Ar- 
thur H. Bremer, convicted 
of the attempted assassina- 
tion of Gov. George Wallace, 
were chilling reading as he 
detailed his efforts to get 
near enough to the Presi- 
dent to shoot him. 

The truth may be, as the 
last President to be assassi- 
nated, John F. Kenne- 
dy, several times said, that 
anyone determined to kill 
can do so. But, surely, this is 
a time to use restraint and 
to avoid unnecessary risks. 
President Nixon does not 
have to pt*ove his courage 
and his bonhomie by jump- 
ing out of his car and rush- 
ing out to shake hands with 
street-side crowds as he has 
frequently done in the past. 

HIS PERFORMANCE in 
Jan Jose, Calif., at the end 
of the 1968 campaign was an 
example. While he was 
speaking in the auditorium 
m^g yp a- t r-tr- t r o agnUi c t 'c ri 
there a crowd of militant 
demonstrators gathered 
around the front entrance. 
Secret Service men with 
him recommended that he 
leave by the rear door. In- 
stead he went out to con- 
front the crowd, stood on 
the roof of his limousine 
and gave the victory sign. 
He is supposed to have said 
as he did so, “this is what 
drives them wild.” 

That incident points up 
the limitations on the Secret 
Service. It can recommend, 
but it cannot enforce its rec- 
ommendations either on a 
President or on a presiden- 
tial candidate to whom 


agents are assigned. 

As the Warren Report 
shows, Kennedy was advised 

I as he began his fatal ride in 
Dallas to raise the bullet- 
proof, bubble top of his car. 
It was also recommended 
that Secret Service agents 
ride on the two rear plat- 
forms on the presidential 
limousine. These recommen- 
dations were vetoed and 
Kennedy rode with his wife 


and Gov. and Mrs. John 
Connally in an open car. 

A MEASURE of what as- 
sassination and threats of 
death have meant is in the 
Secret Service budget. Ten 
years ago it was $5.5 million, 
with 380 special agents who 
protect Presidents, their fam- 
ilies. distinguished foreign 
visitors and presidential ean- 
ddates. The fiscal 1973 budg- 
et is $60 million, with 1,200 
agents. 

During the primaries 
when five Democratic candi- 
dates were being protected 
the cost was running at $1 
million a month. This meant 
three shifts during each 24 
hours with extra-duty agents 
as replacements. The service 
will not say how many 
agents are assigned to each 
individual. 

ONE OF THE glaring 
weaknesses that came to 
light after the Kennedy as- 
sassination was the failure 
of other government agen- 
cies concerned with crime 
and detection to coordinate 
with the Secret Service. 
This has now been corrected 
and a great volume of infor- 
mation comes to service 
headquarters in Washington. 
Thus far in 1972 alone, 
16,500 reports under the 
heading of “protective intel- 
ligence” were checked out. 
Of that total only a small 
fraction involved threats on 
the life of the President or 
presidential candidates. 

John F. Kennedy, Robert 
Kennedy, Martin Luther 
King Jr., George Wallace 
who narrowly escaped and 
will be crippled for life — 
this is a fearful toll in less 
than a decade. It should 
stand as a somber warning 
to those in public life who 
court needless danger. The 
man under protection 
should take the recommen- 
dation of the Secret Service 
agent as sound advice from 
an expert, which he will ig- 
nore not alone at his own 
risk but at the jeopardy of 
the political system itself. 

For adding to that score 
will bring consequences far 
beyond the fate of any indi- 
vidual. The inability to safe- 
guard the elective system 
from violence will be proof 
that that system is no longer 
valid. The law requiring reg- 
ulation of handguns re- 
cently passed by the Senate 
is a small step to curb assas- 
sins. Even if it is passed by 
the House, too. it will leave 
a vast unregulated arsenal 
for the mad men of the left 
and right. 
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